
Ethan Sprissler 
 

Education 
 
University at Albany, 2012-present. PhD Informatics, concentrating in knowledge organization and management, and 
cybersecurity. 
 
University at Albany, 2010-12. MSIS Information Science 
 

Boston University, 1995-97. MA Philosophy of Religion.  Cum laude 

 

James Madison University, 1991-95. BA Philosophy & Religion, minor in Psychology.  Summa cum laude.  
Membership in both National Philosophy and Religion Honor Societies. 
 

Career History 
 

Faculty Program Director for Cybersecurity, Excelsior College, (May 2018-present) 

• Responsible for a Center for Academic Excellence compliant Cybersecurity degree program, containing two 
concentrations and serving over 175 students.  Student average age is 35 and includes 30%+ former and active 
military personnel. 

• Manage a faculty of 32 professors, majority PhD holders, to instruct 30+ classes per two-section trimester at the 
undergraduate level.  Staffing responsibilities also overlap with the Cyber Security program, supporting both programs 
with affiliated faculty and course development.  Faculty development measures in place to track and improve 
instructor performance from trimester to trimester. 

• Actively developing four courses concurrently.  Courses must meet rigorous CAE requirements standards and 
frequently are aligned with industry standard certifications, such as the CISSP, CRISC, etc. 

 

Faculty Program Director for Information Technology, Excelsior College, (July 2017-present) 

• Responsible for an Information Technology degree program, containing three concentrations and serving over 1100 
students.  Student average age is 35 and includes 30%+ former and active military personnel. 

• Manage a faculty of 23 professors, majority PhD holders, to instruct 30+ classes per two-section trimester at the 
undergraduate level.  Staffing responsibilities also overlap with the Cyber Security program, supporting both programs 
with affiliated faculty and course development.  Faculty development measures in place to track and improve 
instructor performance from trimester to trimester. 

• Actively developing four courses concurrently.  Courses must meet rigorous CAC/ABET accreditation standards and 
frequently are aligned with industry standard certifications, such as the CompTIA A+, Security+, Linux+ exams, as 
well as the CISCO series of network exams. 

• Multiple committee responsibilities covering areas such as: women in technology, developing virtual internships, as 
well as community outreach and strategic partnership building. 

 

Lecturer, Business Department, University at Albany , (2014-present) 

• Re-designing and teaching a sophomore level course with a typical section hosting 380 students, for a total of 760 
students per term.  The course in question combines an introduction to business technology, cybersecurity concepts, 
awareness of the digital divide, and privacy concerns, along with a deep dive into the capabilities of Excel.  Excel 
expertise is currently considered so important as to become a compulsory multi-course topic in several departments 
within the Business school, most notably the Accounting department. 

• Working with faculty in several departments within the business school to present lectures which highlight the 
importance of the topics covered within this class and their utility throughout the students’ course of study, regardless 
of concentration. 



• Introduced iClickers as a means of both ensuring attendance with the belief that attendance correlates to increased 
retention, in addition to increasing the interaction between students and the instructor in a large lecture class. 

• Supervised an independent study involving the migration of data from an older database implementation toward a 
newer model. 

• Faculty Advisor to two student groups:  The Janus Initiative – an ABLE-like group which focuses on career growth 
and the teaching of professional skill development; and the University at Albany Nerf Gun Club. 

• Administrator of the MBA database waiver test, designated for BITM 520. 

• Working closely with the Education Department to increase enrollment in the Peer Educator program.  This program 
involves recruiting students to function as Teacher Assistants (TAs) on a for-credit basis over two semesters.  
Participation in this program by students in my classes has doubled every semester, with an eventual cap of 52+ 
students. Building management structure to train and retain staff from year-to-year.  Program has led to an improved 
performance in student homework scores over the three years the program has been running. 

 

Adjunct Professor, Informatics Department, University at Albany  (2012-14) 

• Responsible for the construction of courses at every level, from freshman through senior students, as well as a 

graduate level course, covering a wide range of topics in information technology and computer science. 

• Ability to teach class sizes ranging from 15 to 490+ students. 

• Member of the student advisory board as well as member of the curriculum committee responsible for the 
development of degree programs, concentrations, course offerings and content. 

• Consistent high performance evaluations and special mention in the highest rated blog post for Opensource.com for 
introducing microprocessors in lieu of textbooks: http://opensource.com/education/13/10/raspberry-pi-trade-
textbook 

 

 

Academic Work and Publications 
 

• Current dissertation research topics focus on secure multi-party communication, and the encryption of various 

datasets and the obfuscation of queries to datasets. 

• 2018 Finding the weakest links in the weakest link: How well do undergraduate students make cybersecurity judgment? Computers in 

Human Behavior 84(375-82). 

• 2016 Privacy and Anonymity in Online Communication (working title) – involving content analysis and sociological 

implications of anonymous, hyper-local social media network Yik Yak; collecting data currently. 

• 2015 Privacy Preserving Driving Style Recognition – proposing a methodology for encrypted calculation using information 

shared in a many-to-one fashion, useful in preserving data privacy in an era of ‘Big Data’ (accepted for publication in 

the Journal of Intelligent Transportation Systems) 

• 2015  Leveraging Advances in Sensors and Communication for Enabling Intelligent Algorithms in Legacy Signaling Hardware 

(accepted for publication in the Journal of Intelligent Transportation Systems) 

• 2014  Enabling a Self-Organized Traffic System in Existing Legacy Hardware (accepted for publication in the proceedings of 

the 4th International Conference of on Connected Vehicles) 

• 2012-13 - Understanding UNLP – Un-Natural Language Processing (unpublished) with Dr. Ira Goldstein – involving the 

use of NLP techniques to identify current and emerging slang and attempt to divine meaning through context, 

content, and sentiment analysis.  Presentation delivered at the 2013 NTCIR conference in Albany, NY. 

 

Conferences and other work 
 

http://opensource.com/education/13/10/raspberry-pi-trade-textbook
http://opensource.com/education/13/10/raspberry-pi-trade-textbook


• 2018 Nov. National Initiative for Cybersecurity Education, Miami, FL. 

• Grant co-author for GenCyber camp proposal for 2019, Excelsior College 

• Webinar: Panel Member ‘Becoming a CAE in Cybersecurity – challenges and expectations’ 

• Webinar: Co-host, ‘Developing Partnerships with NSA 

• GenCyber – Capital District Teacher Camp, Aug 13-17, 2018.  Lead Instructor and lab developer, Excelsior 

College 

• 2016 Presenter for NYS Cyber Security Conference and ASIA 

• 2015 Reviewer for NYS Cyber Security Conference and ASIA 

• 2015 External Reviewer for Data and Applications Security and Privacy XXIX, 29th Annual IFIP WG 11.3 Working 

Conference, DBSec 2015, Fairfax, VA, USA, July 13–15, 2015 Proceedings 

• 2014 Reviewer for NYS Cyber Security Conference and ASIA 

• 2013 New Trends in Informatics Research, SUNY Albany - Committee member & presenter 


